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Message Text 


E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PGOV, IO, SY, XF 

SUBJECT: MIDDLE EAST PEACE NEGOTIATIONS: SYRIAN ATTITUDES 


1 . JORDANIAN ELDER STATESMAN ABDUL MONEM RIFAI RELATED TO AMBASSADOR 
ON JULY 9 FOLLOWING ASSESSMENT OF SYRIAN ATTITUDES TOWARD MIDDLE EAST 
PEACE NEGOTIATIONS, WHICH BASED ON ACTUAL DIRECT CONTACT WITH PRESI- 
DENT ASSAD, FONMIN KHADDAM AND OTHER HIGH-RANKING SYRIANS DURING PAST 
FEW DAYS. 


2. SYRIANS REMAIN CONVINCED THAT SADAT IS DOING DAMAGE TO ARAB CAUSE 
THROUGH CONTINUING PURSUIT OF HIS PEACE INITIATIVE. ASSAD HAD MEN- 
TIONED THAT SADAT HAD EVEN HURT PRESIDENT CARTER'S EFFORTS SINCE 
SADAT 

JERUSALEM VISIT HAD ABORTED CARTER S EFFORTS TO MOVE PEACE PROCESS TO 
GENEVA CONFERENCE. 


3. RIFAI SAID ASSAD IS NOT CURRENTLY WORRIED ABOUT PROSPECT OF A SEP- 
ARATE EGYPTIAN PEACE WITH ISRAEL OVER SINAI. SYRIANS WOULD, HOWEVER, 

BE TREMENDOUSLY CONCERNED IF JORDAN WAS DRAWN INTO PEACE NEGOTIATIONS 
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ALONGSIDE EGYPT SINCE THIS WOULD BRING FORTH PROSPECT OF LEAVING 
SYRIA 

OUT OF NEGOTIATIONS AND IMPLICATION OF A SHARP SYRIAN REACTION 
AGAINST 

JORDAN. RIFAI SAID BEST SOLUTION THEREFORE WOULD BE TO GO TO GENEVA 
SO THAT SYRIA COULD BE BROUGHT BACK INTO THE NEGOTIATIONS. 
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4. RIFAI IMPLIED THAT SYRIA IS CONCERNED OVER ITS POSSIBLE ISOLATION 
IN PEACE PROCESS. ASSAD TOLD HIM THAT SYRIA DECLINES TO COME UNDER 
THE INFLUENCE OF ANY SUPER POWER IN ITS FOREIGN POLICY AND RIFAI 
IMPLIED THIS MAY ADD ELEMENT OF FURTHER CONCERN OVER SYRIAN ISOLATION 

SYRIA HAS SERIOUS DIFFERENCES WITH NOT ONLY IRAQ, BUT ALSO WITH 
ALGERIA 

AND LIBYA. ASSAD HAD SPOKEN EXTREMELY CRITICALLY, FOR INSTANCE OF 
LIBYA. 

SECRET 

5. RIFAI SAID SYRIA HAD SHOWN SOME CONCERN OVER RUMORS OF JORDANIAN/ 
PLO RELATIONSHIP. RIFAI. WHO HAS EXCELLENT CONTACTS WITH THE PLO, 

SAID THAT AFTER TALKING WITH ARAFAT, KHALID AL-FAHUM AND ZUHAYR 
MUHSIN 

AND QUIZZING THE JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR TO SYRIA (WHO IS SUPPOSEDLY EN- 
GAGING IN DISCUSSIONS WITH THE PLO ON BEHALF OF THE GOJ). RIFAI HAD 
CONCLUDED THAT THERE IS LITTLE OR NO SUBSTANCE TO THESE RUMORS OF 
JORDANIAN/PLO DIALOGUE. HE IMPLIED HE HAD TOLD THE SYRIANS AS MUCH. 
PICKERING 
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